Indian creativity on show

Design Mumbai | The inaugural exhibition opens next
week. Lucy Watson has a sneak preview

his is the perfect timing for

India,” says Piyush Suri.

Originally from Delhi

before studying design in

London, he’s one of the
organisers behind Design Mumbai,
whose inaugural exhibition of interna-
tional and Indian design will be held at
Jio World Garden next week.

The organisers — including founders
of London’s 100% Design and Design
Shanghai — spotted a gap. According to
a report by IMARC group, the interior
design market in India is set to grow
from $31.5bn in 2023 to $67.4bn by
2032. And when it came to the city in
which to host it, Mumbai was a no-
brainer: “It was a very very easy choice,”
says Suri. “It’s the financial, fashion and
Bollywood capital of India. It’s the city

that peoplelook towards for the trends.”

They initially had in mind a split of 80
per cent international and 20 per cent
Indian exhibitors. But the organisers,
says Suri, were “so pleasantly sur-
prised” by the maturity of the scene that
now 45 per cent are from India. One of
the brands that Suri says exemplifies
the country’s outlook is Industrial Play-
ground, a furniture company whose pop
colours are mixed with shapes that
“remind me of the old railway platform
benchesIgrewup with”,

“What designers are doing is merging
the traditional craftsmanship that India
is known for with sustainable, modern
technologies and practices,” says Suri.
“This is very special for India.”
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Rs39,580 ($471) E‘—* i from $2000
Carved from ash, Hand-embroidered by women
beech and artisans. moriidesign.com
sycamore.
vivaarta.design & A Femme rug
by Fazo
Project and
# Fold bench by Industrial Design Ni
Playground £110C » Moody Curves console by Ek Dulkaan from
Designed by Ajay Shah and Kalakaar Designs Rs58000 ($690) Rs86400
created in Mumbai with local Handcrafted from corrugated (51028

manufacturers. asdswow.com metal waste. ekkalakaar.com Jazoproject.com



